In the City: New Zealand Short Stories

Planning and Writing Your Essay

Having read the two New Zealand short stories 'Journey' by Patricia Grace, and 'Big Brother, Little Sister', by Witi Ihimaera, you need to look at how you would use these two texts for answering the examination question.

    * Using the plans on the next page as a basis, write an essay of a minimum of 400 words for each question.

    * Remember that you have to write about BOTH stories. The requirement is that you discuss TWO texts

    * You also need to look at the assessment schedule to see what is required for you to achieve.

	      Achieved
	Merit 

	Excellence 

	Analyse at least two short written texts of the same genre, using supporting evidence.       

	Analyse at least two short written texts of the same genre *convincingly, using supporting evidence.       
	Analyse at least two short written texts of the same genre convincingly and with insight, using supporting evidence.


 * convincingly could include accuracy, comprehensive detail, precision, persuasiveness, cogent points made.

· Remember, when you write your essay - make sure you structure it in the following manner. Your teacher may help you understand the structure by analyzing a model text with you.

      Introduction (approximately 100 words)

      Include:

         1. the two titles and authors of the texts. (Remember to write the title like this – ‘Journey’)

         2. your aims for the essay (perhaps rewording the question)

         3. a sentence that introduces the main points you will make

      Body (approximately 300 words)

      Write in paragraphs, leaving a line in between each paragraph, or indenting. Each paragraph must contain a new main point.

      For each body paragraph, follow the T/E+X structure. Include:

         1. a Topic sentence which ‘introduces’ the paragraph and states the main point that the paragraph is about.

         2. Evidence or Examples and eXplanations which expand on the main point.

         3. quotations from the text as evidence or examples for the statement made at the beginning of the paragraph. You should try to integrate the quotes into your paragraph. Use quotation marks (“….” ).

      Conclusion (approximately 50 words)

      Include:

         1. a sentence summarizing what you have said without adding new information.

         2. a link back to your aims in your introduction.

