Survival

Example scenario

This example scenario illustrates how one teacher of a year 9 class gathered and used information to inform his teaching and learning when using this sequence.  

The context:  The class was a ‘B’ stream class in a large multi-cultural secondary school.  About 70% of students in the class come from backgrounds where English is not their first language and is often not spoken in the home.  Many students were born in NZ but a significant percentage were reasonably recent immigrants.

The assessment tool: Information gained from asTTle reading and writing tests conducted at the beginning of the year show that the students in this ‘B’ stream class are nearly all working from level 3B – 4P of the curriculum in both reading and writing skills.  A couple of students were either slightly below or slightly above these levels in one or both aspects.

Knowledge of the learner: 

· It was noted that in the reading skills test the students were generally performing below expected levels in finding information, making connections and forming inferences when they read unfamiliar texts.  Their level of reading for meaning and comprehension was approximately at the expected levels.  In the writing samples it was found that students generally had a good level of awareness of audience and structure but were below expected levels in terms of their language resources and in their level of content and ideas.

· In addition the teacher had observed, after a months teaching, that the students had not yet ‘gelled’ as a class and were in disparate groups.  In trial group work tasks he observed that a few students dominated and that many of the others were disinclined to participate in these situations.  Students also showed, in general, a lack of planning or goal setting in both their trial group work and in their writing diagnostic task.  However, the class seemed to enjoy discussion situations and to enjoy active tasks.  

· Students had expressed a lack of confidence in their reading and writing skills in a brief survey they had filled in early in the year and had said they wanted to improve their writing skills in particular.

Cultural diversity

The class included students who identified as belonging to Maori, Pasifika, NZ European and Asian cultures. The teacher planned to:

· acknowledge students’ cultures, interests and background by building on their prior knowledge, enhancing the relevance of new learning and caring fro them as culturally located peoples (manaakitanga);

· Use instructional strategies that promote effective teaching and learning (ako)

