NCEA Assessment ResouRces 

Two assessment resources have been written for each standard. Each assessment resource will be trialled by a few schools and each school will be expected to trial 3-4 resources in two or more subjects.

Contracts

Each school will nominate one teacher to be the contact person for all communication between the school and Learning Media.

That person will be contracted by Learning Media to be responsible for:

· ensuring that the trial takes place within the timeframes specified

· ensuring that individual teachers trial the assessment resources, collect the student examples, and provide the necessary permissions

· ensuring that the teachers carry out an initial estimate of the assessment level  - NA (not achieved), A (achieved), M (merit), or E (excellence) of each student example and provide a  short explanation

· collating and sending on the student examples and permissions to the Learning Media portfolio manager (a prepaid courier bag will be provided) 

· providing a list of the names of the trialling teachers.

The school principal will be contracted under a letter of agreement, agreeing to support  the trial taking place in the school.

timeline

There are two trial period options:
1.  In Term 3 2009.  We are hoping that schools would receive the materials the week starting 3 August 2009.  They would then have 10 weeks to prepare for and trial the resources and make the initial assessment.  
All student examples would need to be submitted to Learning Media by the end of week 1, Term 4 2009.

The following subjects will be trialled in Term 3 2009: Latin, English and Accounting.

2.  Term 1-2 2010.  We hope to have materials to teachers in October 2009, and for trialling to take place in Term 1 22 February to 14 May 2010. All student examples would need to be submitted to Learning Media by 28 May 2010.

THE TRIALLING PACK

The school contact person will receive the following:

· A copy of the Information pack for trialling schools booklet

· Copies of the draft standards

· A class set of photocopied student instructions and activities for the assessment resources being trialled.

· Copies of the teacher instructions for each of the assessment resources being trialled.

· Copies of privacy permission forms 

· Copies of ‘permission to publish’ forms

· A prepaid courier bag to return the student examples and permission forms in

BEFORE THE TRIAL

Teachers would need to read through the new/revised draft standards carefully so that they are familiar with any changes that have been made to each standard.  

They would need to read through the assessment activities and schedules and work out a timeline for when and what they are going to teach and assess, and which students they are going to work with.  Please note that in some instances, teachers will not be able to teach the material explicitly before the students do work for the trial.

Teachers would need to prepare the materials they needed in order to assess the activities, and have the permission forms ready to distribute to the students.

How to Trial

We are aware that the new draft standards may not fit in your timetable for this term; or that teachers may have to reassess the current registered standard so the students can gain credits for their work; or that some standards should normally require that teachers assess the students over a longer period of time. 
The Ministry of Education recognises that the time available to work with a new standard is short and that gathering the evidence of student achievement will inevitably be difficult.  

We understand that in the timeframe given, it is unrealistic to expect teachers to have taught the whole programme necessary before they can use these draft assessment resources to assess their students.  

There are a number of ways the resources could be trialled:

· Teachers could work with small groups of students working at Level 2, who took the Level 1 subject last year, to complete the assessment activities. (The teacher release days could be used for this purpose.)

· Teachers could use the trial as a test-run assessment with Year 11 students in Term 1 2010.

· For Term 3 2009 trials, teachers could trial the activities with Year 10 students.

 For more ideas, contact us at ncea@learningmedia.co.nz  
What needs to be  collected?

Teachers will be asked to collect the students’ completed work on the assessment activity.  This could include examples where the student completed an assessment activity on foolscap paper, or in the assessment resource booklet, or in a short, edited video clip, or as a short, edited audio recording. Photographs or scanned images of 2-D artwork or photographed 3-D work can also be collected and submitted.

Electronic copies (word-processed documents, spreadsheets, computer-assisted presentations, and so on) or hard copy printouts of this work are also acceptable.

The students’ names will not appear on the published examples.

After the trial

On the students’ worksheets, teachers will be asked to provide an initial estimate of the grade achieved for each example produced, by writing NA (not achieved), A (achieved), M (achieved with merit), or E (achieved with excellence) and a short reason for the estimated grade.

The NZQA moderators will be able to annotate examples at the grade boundaries by showing why the grade was or was not reached.

We welcome the teacher’s feedback about the standards, the activities and the schedules themselves.  A feedback form will be included in the trial packs.

Teachers will be asked to ensure that copyright permission forms (for student works) and privacy permission forms (for images and voices) for each person participating in the trials have been completed.

All the student examples (hard copy, video, audio, e-files) and permissions will need to be completed at the end of the trial period and couriered to Learning Media. 

Once the NZQA moderators have selected the student examples for publication and annotated the examples to explain why the students achieved at the particular levels at the grade boundaries, we will send back those details so that the teachers and the students have an idea of how the students got on.  Please note – as the standard is still unregistered, no credits can be given for this assessment.

In appreciation

Schools will receive paid teacher release days.  These days could be used by the trialling teachers to withdraw or work with a group of students, to collect in and make the initial assessment of the examples, or provide feedback on the standards or assessment resources – or the school can choose to use the days as they wish. 

The coordinating teacher in each school will receive a koha for their time and effort.

A koha of $150 will also be given to each school for the students.  It is expected that this money will be used for a morning tea or similar treat to acknowledge the students’ input in this trial.

The school will be thanked and acknowledged online when the finalised standards, assessment resources, and examples are published on TKI.
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