Dreamquake by Elizabeth Knox.
Circle of Flight by John Marsden

The Transformation of Minna Hargreves by Fleur Beale

I need to say, upfront, I am not usually a reader of fantasy but, Elizabeth Knox is so well-regarded and her first novel in this series (Dream Hunter) was considered so amazing, I thought I better get with the programme. I already had Dream Hunter but had struggled with the first few chapters so put it down – twice! It was only when I received Dream Quake, I thought, I better give this series another go. I am so glad I did. You don’t have to read the first to understand the second, but please do. It will make for a much more satisfying understanding of the world and the characters. Though Knox is kind enough to drop in key information which was in the first book, it’s not in the way that you go ‘I know already!’ Rather, it’s, ‘Oh yeah, that’s right.’
The story takes place in a pseudo New Zealand at the turn of our 19th century. There are recognisable places and people (I love the reference to historian Michael King) but slight shifts in the naming: So Long Spit as opposed to Farewell Spit. 
In a nutshell, it is a story that says that there is a ‘place’; a physical landscape in which only certain people can enter. A place which is acrid and infertile but rich in ‘dreams’ – dreams which inspire, dreams which delight, dreams which can be seen as a bit raunchy but also dreams which terrify.

This society don’t go to the movies but go to dream palaces for their entertainment. This society doesn’t honour film stars; rather, dream hunters are the celebrities. 
Laura Hames, daughter of Tziaga Hames, the famed (and first) dream hunter has, in the first book, given those who went to the Palace, a terrifying nightmare. Everything is in a shambles. The dream, horrifying to anyone, rocks the very core of: the dream hunter business (for that is what it is), the political landscape, and the famous family which were so previously regarded so highly by the country.

Laura Hames is  now on a quest and does not understand all of what she is supposed to do. I am being very careful as to what I tell you about what happens because I don’t want to spoil the reading experience. Quests are good. Let us leave it at that when we think about whether a story is ‘worth it’.
As to the writing: there were times I had to re-read parts to make sure I was getting it right (and, at times, I wasn’t). Because I am a newbie to the fantasy genre, I had to work hard, but, oh, it was worth it. 

Not going to say any more (as I said to the 14 year old). This book (and the one before it) are for capable readers – young and old. It touches the very part of my soul which has, since I can remember, asked: but what if the dreams I have are real?

Now you will have to get the book.

I have been a faithful follower of John Marsden’s Tomorrow Series and keenly subscribed to the next series (a spin off; an extension?) called the Ellie Chronicles. I quite enjoyed the first (it started excitedly enough), was bored and irritated by the second. The third…(Circle of Flight) well, the only reason I persevered was because I have been hooked into the character and the situation that I couldn’t help but keep reading. Marsden is, and there is no question here, an amazing writer. However, this ‘series’ has been flogged to death. About half way through I began to resent that I had to read it and that’s not say it wasn’t interesting but perhaps I had too high of hopes. Still, other sagas  (Harry Potter for one) seem to make it worth the effort. For this, I say, of course get it for the library -  both public and personal because it’s part of a whole. Only so you have the complete set not because it’s a story that has to be read.
In comparison, Fleur Beale’s latest novel, The transformation of Minna Hargraves is another fabulous offering.  Beale goes from strength to strength. Though, even her first book is fab (having won the Gaelyn Gordon award 2007 so that say’s a lot because this was her first novel and is still wining hearts and minds around New Zealand). I once heard Fleur tell a group of students that the best thing an author could do was get their character, put them in the worse place they would want to be and then sit back and watch them try to get out of that situation. Heh, heh. This is exactly what happens to Minna. Her life is sweet: great friends and fabulous boyfriend. But then, her dad enrolls the family on this outlandish scheme to spend twelve months on a remote island; oh, and they have to be self sufficient; oh, it will all be filmed for a television series; oh, and, what’s even worse: her brother is a druggie, her dad is really quite deluded and her mother is up the duff, and sick, the father isn’t Minna’s father. Fun times and a fun read with a realistic treatment and ending. Well worth getting for all teenage readers in your family.

